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regard to public opinion among the whites, the
Governor says :
" there is a total absence of any * public opinion * in
Sierra Leone adverse to the system. Churches and
missions abound in Sierra Leone, but I have received
no word from them on the subject, nor can I find any
record of any representation from them to any of my
predecessors." 1
Three names stand out in the British official
world as those who were resolved, given the support
of public opinion, to abolish slavery in the Protec-
torate : Lord Milner, Sir Ransford Slater, and Sir
H. C. Luke, the Acting Governor. It was in July
1919 that Lord Milner (then Colonial Secretary)
invited the Governor of Sierra Leone to come to
London to discuss with him a new plan for the
abolition of slavery in the Protected area.
The Sierra Leone Government was confronted
with the following dilemma, In the first place
there was the pressure being exerted by Lord
Milner, with the Colonial Office in the background,
and the probability of an outburst of public opinion
in England so soon as the whole facts were known.
In Sierra Leone itself the other half of the dilemma
was even more threatening. In the Colony the
Creoles were indifferent or inarticulate, while in the
Protectorate the only public opinion which existed
was coloured by the existence of a deeply entrenched
vested interest in the slaves, and, as the Governor
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